
College Bound Scholarship
Senior Year “To Do” List

October, November, December 

September

You’ve got a lot going on and a lot to remember.
Use our check lists as a starting point to track your college prep progress and keep yourself 
on the path to continuing your education after high school.

For more tips, tricks, and timelines, visit our website www.readysetgrad.org, follow us 
on Twitter @ready_set_grad, or like us at Facebook.com/ReadySetGrad

Meet with your guidance counselor to make sure you are on track to graduate. Check your 
transcript. Do you have the credits and GPA you need to get into the schools you want to 
attend? 
Contact the admissions and the financial aid offices at the colleges you are interested in 
attending. What are the admissions requirements? When are the deadlines? Are there fees?  
What forms do the financial aid offices require? 

Register for the October/November SAT, ACT, and SAT Subject Tests™ required by the 
schools you choose.

Prepare and submit your application for early action or early admission.

Ask your teachers/mentors to begin writing recommendation letters.

Take your SAT and/or ACT tests as early as possible so you can re-take them if you need to. 
Have your scores sent to the schools on your final list.

For regular admission, applications are usually due by late December or early January. Start 
preparing your applications now.

If you applied for early action or early decision, contact the admissions office to make sure 
all your paperwork and forms have been received. Check with the financial aid office, too. 

Schedule any necessary interviews.

Browse www.fafsa.gov, get a PIN, and become familiar with the site and financial aid terms.  
February 1st is the FAFSA priority filing date.  But, you can file as early as January 1 – make 
it you New Year’s resolution! Be sure to complete the application for the year you plan to 
attend college.  



January

Submit your FAFSA at www.fafsa.gov before February 1, the priority filing date for all College 
Bound students. If you miss the February 1 date, still complete the FAFSA. 
Complete college admissions and financial aid applications. If you plan to attend a 
community or technical college, don’t wait until the last minute to apply – financial aid 
could be gone and the classes you want could be filled. Also, keep copies of all forms you 
mail.

Apply for scholarships. Think of the process as a job – your hard work now could pay off in 
the future. Never pay for scholarship or FAFSA help. 

February
Review your Student Aid Report (SAR) online at www.fafsa.gov. Check that you listed all the 
colleges you are considering. If your SAR asks for additional information, or if you need to 
make a correction, do so ASAP.

Register by the deadline for the SAT test. Talk to your counselor if you need a test fee waiver.

March

Register for the April ACT in March.  Talk to your counselor if you need a test fee waiver.

If your college requests additional financial aid forms, complete and return them ASAP! 
Some aid is spent on a first-come, first-served basis. Returning forms in a timely manner helps 
ensure that you will receive the best financial aid package.

You must complete your High School and Beyond Plan and Culminating Project to graduate. 
There isn’t much time left to complete these requirements, so don’t delay. Check with your 
counselor and make sure you’re on-track to meet all of your school districts high school 
graduation requirements.

Write thank you notes to everyone who helped you during your college application process.



April and May
Compare financial aid awards from colleges and decide which school to attend. Be realistic 
– have you calculated all your college costs and did you receive enough financial aid to 
cover them?  Notify all colleges of your decision by May 1.

Keep your grades up!  Don’t let homework and assignments slip.

Apply for a summer job or internship now. Beat the rush - line up a position before school 
ends. 

Complete any forms required by your college by the due date. If necessary, send in 
your housing forms and register for Freshman/New Student Orientation.

Arrange for your final transcript to be sent to your future college! Visit your high 
school’s registrar/counseling office now so you don’t forget next month.

June

Prepare a budget for next year. If you haven’t done this before, now is a good time to learn 
how to manage your own expenses and bills.

GRADUATION! Hold your head high and celebrate your achievement. However, if you didn’t 
earn your diploma, you may continue your high school education. And, you may still qualify 
for the College Bound Scholarship, even if you graduate at a later date. (This does NOT 
include GEDs.) 

July and August
Planning to live on campus? Time to start packing! Pay attention to the guidance your 
college provides about what to bring. Don’t want waste money on items you won’t need or 
have space for.
Attend Freshman/New Student Orientation to learn about academic and student services 
that will help you throughout your college career. 

Resources
US Department of Education: www.studentaid.ed.gov
Free Application for Federal Student Aid: www.fafsa.ed.gov
College Bound: www.collegebound.wa.gov
Ready Set Grad: www.readysetgrad.org
The Washboard Scholarship Search: www.washboard.org
The College Board’s Big Future: www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org


